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Preface

Information security is a truly multidisciplinary field of study, ranging from
the methods of pure mathematics through computer and telecommunication
sciences to social seiences. The intention of this multi-authored book is to offer
an introduction to a wide set of topies in 1CT information sccurity, privacy,
and safety, Certainly, the aim has not been to present a complete treatment of
this vast and expanding area of practical and theoretical knowledge. Rather,
my hope is that the selected range of topics presented here may attract a wider
audience of students and professionals than would cach specialized topic by
itself.

Some of the information sceurity topics contained in this book may be
familiar turf for the reader already. However, the reader will likely find some
new relevant topics presented here that can enhance his or her professional
knowledge and competence, or serve as an attractive starting point for further
reading and in-depth studies. For instance, the book may provide an entrance
and a guide to seek out more specialized courses available at universities or
inspire further work in projects and assignments.

The start of this colleetion of information sceurity topics goes back to a
master-level continuing education course that 1 organized in 2005, where more
than 10 professors and rescarchers contributed from six different departments

at the Norawoaian niverdite of Seiones and Taohnalnevy The taniece includad
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pment of French society, in a political context where the
centralised system, which had been characteristic of France for centuries, was
being brought into question. As a consequence of the first of these two realities,
the concept of information literacy emerged, under various names in the French
language. The need was felt more and more for the citizens, and first of all the
students, to be educated in the use of information. However, this need for infor-
mation literacy had to take into account the political willingness to give more
autonomy to local administrations and institutions, as the Constitution of the
European Community reinforced the need for more local competitiveness and
independence.
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